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T2 Environmental Quality Of Tourism Development

The Department will expect that all proposals for tourism development
will comply with the basic principles of good design and landscaping and
have regard to the following:-

(a) The topography, and natural and man-made features of the site
e.g. trees, hedges, gradients etc.

(b) Careful consideration of the scale, size and character of the
development which should be appropriate to the
townscape/landscape setting.

(c) A high standard of design, careful use of materials of a type and
colouring appropriate to the location and the inclusion of a
landscaping scheme.

(d) The impact on the residential amenity of surrounding properties
(e) The requirements of people with disabilities or special needs

(Having regard to (a), (b) and (c) above a visual impact assessment
may be required)

In addition the Department will require all tourism developments
to provide

(f) Satisfactory means of pollution control and effluent disposal to
sewer or waterway*

(9) Satisfactory means of access and adequate car parking to ensure there
is no detrimental impact on traffic movements or highway safety

The Department considers it important to ensure that all new tourism development is
constructed to the highest standards so that as far as possible it makes a positive
contribution to the environment rather than detract from its inherent qualities. All
proposals for tourism and tourism related developments will be assessed according to

the above criteria.

Certain tourism developments fall within the scope of the Planning (Assessment of
Environmental Effects) Regulations (NI) 1989 (as amended) and in considering
planning applications for such developments the Planning Service may require the
submission of an Environmental Statement.

* Please note direct discharge to a waterway will require a consent from Environment Service under the
Water Act (NI) 1972.
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H2 Housing Layout

The Department will require high standards of design and layout in all
new housing developments and have regard to the following :-

(a) The scale and density of the proposed scheme, which should be
appropriate to the location and the site given its context and
characteristics, including topography, landscape and other site
features, including archaeological sites and monuments.

(b) The layout, which should contribute to townscape and provide
for the privacy and residential amenity of both existing and
prospective occupiers, normally including a minimum rear garden
of 10 metres.

(c) House type and design.

(d) Landscaping proposals, which should include the retention of
existing vegetation worthy of protection (see also plan policies Nat
Env 4 and Man Env 3) and appropriate planting and boundary
treatments, particularly to the site frontage.

e) The provision of satisfactory arrangements for access, roads layout,
p / 9 Y
pedestrian linkages, car parking, sewerage and drainage.

(f) The provision of open space (see also plan policy H3 below).

Opver the last decade or so a greater awareness of design in housing schemes has become
apparent both from developers and the public. Indeed good housing layout and design is
increasingly demanded by prospective house purchasers and occupiers and so it is in the
house builder’s interest to produce a higher standard of design and landscaping in all new
housing developments. With this in mind the Department will expect housebuilders to
respond with layouts which respect the characteristics of individual sites and create

attractive new environments.

The Planning Service will therefore encourage varied and interesting housing layouts
incorporating a range of house types and densities, with good standards of landscaping,
open space as necessary, pedestrian links to open space and amenity areas where
appropriate, and to existing public footways. Within larger housing developments, certain
non-residential ancillary uses, such as small shops or social and community facilities may
be acceptable. The Planning Service will however expect such uses to be indicated as
part of the overall planned layout and will protect the overall residential character of
housing areas. All new housing areas should be developed in depth and in a
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Landscaping and appropriate boundary treatments should form an integral element of
any proposal and in cases where new development adjoins a major road substantial buffer
planting will be required to screen the site and help reduce noise nuisance.

Historic Parks and Gardens, the Enniskillen Green Belt, Countryside Policy Areas and
Protected Routes have been highlighted where appropriate on the individual maps for
each village for information purposes. Additional background information on each
village is contained in the Town and Village Appraisal Section of the Countryside
Assessment Supplement.

S5 Development In Dispersed Rural Communities

Within Dispersed Rural Communities the Department will normally give
favourable consideration to appropriate development proposals for:

(a) individual dwellings subject to considerations of siting design
and landscaping

(b) Appropriately designed and well sited groups of normally up to 6
houses located at one of the existing focal points

(c) A small shop to meet the needs of the local community

(d) Small scale appropriately designed industrial or tourism enterprises
on suitable sites

Mullaghdun -
a dispersed rural
community in
west Fermanagh
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