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Draft Plan Strategy Focused Changes - SSE Renewables

I . . co.uk>

Thu 03/12/2020 12:37

To: Development Plan <developmentplan@fermanaghomagh.com>

U 2 attachments (717 KB)
FODC Comments on Proposed Changes - SSE.pdf; FODC Proposed Changes CL SSE Renewables.pdf;

CAUTION: This message originates from outside our organisation. Consider carefully whether you should
click on any links, open any attachments or reply. If in doubt, forward to helpdesk@fermanaghomagh.com

Dear Sir/fMadam

On behalf of our client SSE Renewables please find enclosed our representations to the proposed
changes to the draft Plan Strategy.

We would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt by return of email.

Kind regards

Turley

Hamilton House

3 Joy Street
Belfast BT2 8LE

We are a CarbonNeutral® certified company.

We are working remotely wherever possible in line with Government guidance. Our co-owners are
contactable in the usual ways and we suggest using mobile numbers in the first instance.

We support blended flexible working. This means that my emails are actioned during the hours that
| work. | also understand that you will respond during the hours that you work.

turley.co.uk
Twitter

Linkedin

Think of the environment, please do not print unnecessarily

This e-mail is intended for the above named only, is strictly confidential and may also be legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient please
do not read, print, re-transmit, store or act in reliance on it or any attachments. Instead, please notify the sender and then immediately and
permanently delete it. Turley bank account details will not change during the course of an instruction and we will never change our bank account
details via email. If you are in any doubt, please do not send funds to us electronically without speaking to a member of our team first to verify our
account details. We will not accept liability for any payments into an incorrect bank account.Turley is a trading name of Turley Associates Ltd,
registered in England and Wales Registered No 2235387 Registered Office 1 New York Street, Manchester, M1 4HD. Terms and Conditions
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3 December 2020
Delivered by email

Local Development Plan Ref: SSEB3010
Strule House

16 High Street

Omagh

Co Tyrone

BT78 1BQ

Dear Sir/Madam

FERMANAGH & OMAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL DRAFT PLAN STRATEGY FOCUSED CHANGES
CONSULTATION.

On behalf of our client SSE Renewables please find enclosed a representation in response to the Focused
Changes proposed for the draft Plan Strategy. We would also confirm that these comments should be
read alongside submission made in response to the previous consultation on the draft Plan Strategy
(dPS), dated January 2020. The points raised in Representation ref: DP$252 and CRSPS005 remain valid
for this consultation. A full copy of our original submissions are appended for consideration.

In addition to the submissions made in within the enclosed submissions we would also like to draw the
Council’s attention to events which have occurred following the closure of the original consultation
period in January 2020. As the Council will be aware the Department for Economy (DfE) has now
commenced the preparation of a new strategy to decarbonise the energy sector in Northern Ireland. The
first step in the preparation of the Energy Strategy was completed in April 2020, after the consultation
on this dPS concluded.

The 2010 Strategic Energy Framework (SEF) set a framework for energy in Northern Ireland up to 2020
including a target that 40% of energy would be provided from renewable sources. The new Energy
Strategy will set the target for renewable energy for the next ten years, up to 2030. In order to set a
target for that period, studies have been commissioned to review the future energy demand in Northern
Ireland and to model scenarios for renewable energy targets. The DfE’s starting point was to consider
three options for a renewable electricity target — one the same as Ireland and Wales (70%), one below
(60%) and one above (80%). Whilst the final figure is not yet published, it is worth noting the
announcement by the Minister for the Economy, Diane Dodds, in September 2020. In her announcement
the Minister set out that:

“whilst work is ongoing to gather the evidence needed to set a new target for Northern Ireland, | firmly
believe that this target should not be below 70% by 2030.”

Hamilton House
3 Joy Street
Belfast

BT2 8LE

T028- turley.co.uk

"Turley is the trading name of Turley Associates Limited, a company (No 2235387) registered in England & Wales. Registered office: 1 New York Street, Manchester M1 4HD."
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This gives a clear view of the ambition that the Energy Strategy will seek to achieve.

Since the closure of the Call for Evidence period, the DfE has published a series of documents and
bulletins summarising the findings from the consultation.

Alongside the July Bulletin the DfE also published a report by Cornwall Insight titled ‘Future of
Renewables in Northern Ireland’. This report suggests that existing renewable energy assets will start to
come to the end of their life in approximately 2030, reducing the capacity of renewable energy in
Northern Ireland. The report also highlights that in order to achieve our 2030 target it will be necessary
to repower existing assets and secure new energy developments. In considering the planning context the
report sets out that:

“If onshore wind is to be deployed at the lowest possible cost and play a significant role in meeting 2030
emissions targets then planning and energy policies will need careful alignment to best meet the
requirements of stakeholders. There is a significant risk that planning policy currently being developed may
not facilitate the required renewable roll-out to 2030 in general in NI, and may significantly constrain

. . . 1
onshore wind in particular.”

It goes on to say that:
“In all scenarios onshore wind continues to be a dominant form of renewable energy in NI to 2030. #

In September 2020 the DfE published a document titled ‘Renewable Energy Pipeline for Northern
Ireland’ which shows that around 60% of Northern Ireland’s electricity generation comes from fossil
fuelled power stations. It is evident that we have a long way to go to achieve a 70% target and wind
energy — new projects and repowered developments - will have a significant role to play in securing that.

The timeline for the publication of the Energy Strategy indicates that the Final Strategy will be in place
for the end of 2021. As such there is a high likelihood that the Energy Strategy will be finalised before the
adoption of the Council’s Plan Strategy and would therefore need to be a consideration in the soundness
of energy related policies.

Regardless of the status of the Plan Strategy at the time of the Final Energy Strategy it is important that
the policies contained within Local Plan do no prohibit the delivery of the targets set out in the Energy
Strategy. If the plan is unduly restrictive of renewable energy development it could be in conflict with the
Energy Strategy and could therefore be unsound.

As such the Council should satisfy themselves that the policies contained within the dPS are suitable to
address the ambitions of the emerging energy strategy as those policies will be in place for the lifespan
of the Strategy. Policies should also be flexible to changes in the future renewable targets as we move
towards the target of net zero by 2050.

We would request that the points raised in our original submission and this letter are given due
consideration as you progress to the next stage in the plan-making process to ensure that the dPS is
sound.

Yours sincerely
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