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Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme
Guidance Notes

	Name of the Programme
	Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme



	Brief Description 


	The Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme is to support and provide assistance to sporting individuals who have been selected or qualified for international duties, following a performance-based process, to represent their sport at a National (e.g., Irish, British, Home Nations) European, and/or International (e.g., World / Olympics / Commonwealth) event (e.g., tournament / competition / match / final).

Applications will be received on an ongoing basis. Applications will only be assessed if all the necessary information has been provided. 

Council may defer applications if further information is required or if the application form and supporting evidence is not completed properly.

Submission of an application does not necessarily mean that an Elite Athlete Gold Card will be issued.

Subject to a successful application, athletes will be issued an Elite Athlete Gold Card and permitted to use identified facilities owned and managed by Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.

The Elite Athlete Gold Card holder may use the following Fermanagh and Omagh District Council facilities;

· Bawnacre Centre - fitness suite.

· Castle Park Leisure Centre - fitness suite.

· Omagh Leisure Complex - fitness suite, swimming pool and athletics track.



	Additional Information
	The Elite Athlete Gold Card will be issued to athletes for a minimum period of 6 months and up to a maximum period of 12 months, and will be subject to terms and conditions of use.

Elite Athlete Gold Cards must be shown at each facility before use and a record will be taken of the facilities used. Please note entry will not be permitted without a card being produced.

Applicants using fitness facilities must comply with all existing user policies and procedures, e.g., including booking and paying for inductions if required.

Applicants using the swimming pool and athletics track will use the facilities as per normal Centre operating procedures, management, and facility availability.

If the athlete is no longer involved in their sport or has been released from their duties e.g., due to non-selection or injury, then the Athlete must declare this and return their card immediately. Failure to do so may impact future membership of the Scheme.

Elite Athlete Gold Cards are non-transferable. Any misuse of the Elite Athlete Gold Card will result in immediate cancellation of the card.

Any Athlete, who misuses the card, causes annoyance to members of the public or is abusive to Council staff, will have their card cancelled with immediate effect.

Council reserves the right to review a card holder at any time. Applicants will be assessed and reviewed on an individual basis.



	Programme Specific Criteria 


	Applicants must;

1. Be involved in an amateur capacity.

2. Reside within the Fermanagh & Omagh District Council area (unless currently studying at College or University).

3. Be selected or qualified for international duties, following a performance-based process, to represent their sport at a National, European, and/or International event.

4. Be competing at the highest level within their event e.g., category A, Grade 1 etc.,

5. Provide a signed letter from a National Governing Body of Sport (NGB), confirming points 4 and 5. The letter must be submitted with the Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme application. 

NGB must: 

6. Be recognised by a Sports Council - via either of the links below. 

OR 

7. Provide evidence that it is affiliated to a NGB recognised by a Sports Council. This must be a signed letter from the recognised NGB that the NGB is affiliated to. 

Sport NI / UK – Recognition Master List - January 2025.xlsx
Sport Ireland - NGB Contact Finder | Sport Ireland
The following is ineligible criteria for an Elite Athlete Gold Card:

8. Applicants based outside the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area.

9. Semi-professional or professional applicants.

10. Retrospective applications.

11. Applicants who have not been selected or qualified for international duties, following a performance-based process, to represent their sport at National, European, and/or International event

12. Applicants who have not provided a signed NGB supporting evidence and documentation.

13. NGB is not recognised by a Sports Council e.g., Sport NI, Sport Ireland, UK/GB;

14. NGB is not affiliated to a NGB recognised by a Sports Council; and/or no evidence that the NGB is affiliated to a NGB recognised by a Sports Council.

15. Coaches, Trainers or Referees will not be considered.



	Responsible Service Area
	Community & Wellbeing Directorate

	Contact Information 

for applicant support purposes 
	Ryan Hanna - Community Facilities and Club Development Team Leader
Email: ryan.hanna@fermanaghomagh.com
Tel: 0300 303 1777 ext. 21168

Mob: 07702 919798
Keith Collen - Community Wellbeing Manager
Email: keith.collen@fermanaghomagh.com
Tel: 0300 303 1777 ext. 21165

Mob: 07979 530765
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