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Fermanagh and Omagh Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme
Introduction.
This Scheme aims to give support to sports men and women from the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area who are participating at International or National level within their chosen sport.  Athletes will, subject to a successful application, be included in the Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme and will be permitted to use identified facilities owned and managed by Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.

The Elite Athlete Gold Card will be issued to athletes for a minimum period of 6 months and or to a  maximum period of 12 months and will be subject to terms and conditions of use.
Criteria.
1. The applicant must reside in the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area. Students, who have an original home residence in the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area will also be considered.
2. Applicants must be involved in an amateur sport, which is recognised by Sport NI or Sport Ireland and affiliated to a recognised Governing Body of Sport.
3. Applicants must be selected to represent, Northern Ireland, Ireland, Great Britain, United Kingdom or if their particular sport is administered and organised only on an Ulster basis then this will also be considered.
4. Governing Bodies of Sport must provide written evidence to confirm the following;
· That the athlete is currently at the highest levels within their sport ie must be ranked in the top ten athletes nationally, or currently in a National team.
· That the athlete will be selected to compete at National, International or Ulster level, details must be provided of the proposed completion(s) and date(s).
5. Consideration will be given to applicants who are participating at the highest levels within their sport. Athletes maybe competing at Junior, Senior and Veterans competitions.

The following are not eligible for the provision of the Elite Athlete Gold Card Scheme.
1. Applicants living outside the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council area.
2. Professional athletes.
3. Applicants under the age of 14 years.
4. Applicants who have not been selected to compete at National/International/Ulster  level(s).
5. Applicants who have not provided Governing Body supporting evidence and documentation.
6. Inclusion in a training or development squad will not be considered.
7. Coaches, Trainers or Referees will not be considered.
Conditions and Administrative arrangements.
1. Application forms are available from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.
2. All applications will be considered, assessed and administered via the Fermanagh and Omagh Sports Forum.
3. Applications will only be assessed if all the necessary information has been provided.
4. Elite Athlete Gold Card members will be entitled to complimentary use of specified leisure facilities, up to a maximum period of 12 months. All cards expired cards must be returned immediately.
5. Elite Athlete Gold Card members will be issued with a card for a specified period of time If, however, during this time the athlete is no longer involved in their sport or has been released from International/National/Ulster duties, due to non-selection or injury, then the Athlete must declare that this the case and return their card immediately. Failure to do so may affect future membership of the Scheme.
6. Fermanagh and Omagh Sports Forum, reserve the right to review a card holder at any time. Applicants will be assessed and reviewed on an individual basis.
7. “Elite Athlete Gold Cards” are non-transferable. Any misuse of the Elite Athlete Gold Card will result in immediate cancellation of the card.
8. Any Athlete, who misuses the card, causes annoyance to members of the public or is abusive to Council staff, will have their card cancelled with immediate effect.
9. Elite Athlete Gold Cards must be shown at each facility before use and a record will be taken of the facilities used. Please note entry will not be permitted without a card being produced.
10. The Elite Athlete Gold Card holder may use the following Fermanagh and Omagh District Council facilities;
· Bawnacre Centre                  – fitness suite.
· Castle Park Leisure Centre   –fitness suite.
· Fermanagh Lakeland Forum – fitness suite, swimming pool and athletics track.
· Omagh Leisure Complex       – fitness suite, swimming pool and athletics track.
Applicants using fitness facilities must comply with all existing user policies and procedures eg. including booking and paying for inductions if required.

Applicants using the swimming pool and athletics track will use the facilities as per normal Centre operating procedures, management and facility availability.
Fermanagh and Omagh Sports Forum may defer applications if further information is required or if the application form and supporting evidence is not completed properly.

Submission of an application does not necessarily mean that an Elite Athlete Gold Card will be issued.

In exceptional circumstances the use of other facilities, may be considered.  
How to apply.
1. Before completing an application form, applicants should ensure they meet the criteria.
2. Please ensure you have a letter from your Governing Body of Sport, confirming you are ranked in the top 10 athletes Nationally or you are currently a member of their National team. The Governing body should also provide details of any upcoming National, International or Ulster events that it is anticipated that you will be involved in.
3. Applicants must provide 2 passport size colour photographs.                              
4. Completed applications should be returned to, Keith Collen, Fermanagh and Omagh Sports Forum, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council, Townhall, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh, BT74 7BA.
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                                                                                                                                         ( Please attach 2x passport photos here)
Elite Athlete Gold Card application
Your personal details;
Name: _________________________________________          Age:___________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail:__________________________________________ Telephone: __________________________________ 
Your Sport: _____________________________________________________
Governing Body of Sport Details;

Who is your Governing Body of Sport: _________________________________________________________
The contact person in your Governing Body 
of Sport dealing with this request:______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________  Telephone: __________________________________
Your Ranking;

Please provide details of what rank you are in your sport eg. 3rd in Northern Ireland at Senior level in Athletics or currently a member of the Irish Basketball team etc. Please provide details below, please ensure you have Governing Body confirmation of this.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Details of your forthcoming events/competition in the next 12 months;
Please provide details any forthcoming competitions and events over the next 12 months, that you have been selected for, or, the Governing Body of Sport is preparing you to participate in. These events must be at National level.
	        Name of competition and details
	            Venue
	           Date


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Governing Body letter to support your application;
It is essential that you provide us with a letter from your Governing Body of Sport supporting your Elite Gold Card Application. 
This Governing Body letter must include the following information:

· Name of the contact person within your Governing Body who we can contact if required.
· Confirmation that you are ranked in the top ten or have that you are currenly a member of a national team.

· Details of any events / competitions taking place in the next 12 months, that you have been selected to compete in or are earmarked to compete in.
· Details of the level of competition ie. junior, senior, veterans, etc.
Please identify the facilities you wish to use;
If your application is successful, please can you indicate below by ticking the appropriate box, the facilities that you would wish to use.
	Venue


	Facility
	     Tick

	Bawnacre Centre, Irvinestown


	Fitness Suite
	

	Castle Park Centre, Lisnaskea


	Fitness Suite
	

	Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, Enniskillen


	Fitness Suite


	

	Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, Enniskillen


	Swimming Pool


	

	Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, Enniskillen
	Athletics Track


	

	Omagh Leisure Complex, Omagh


	Fitness Suite


	

	Omagh Leisure Complex, Omagh


	Swimming Pool


	

	Omagh Leisure Complex, Omagh


	Athletics Track
	


Please com
CHECK LIST

Complete by ticking the boxes below:

· I have read the Criteria.                                                                            
· I have fully completed the application form.                                               
· I have enclosed an accompanying letter from my Governing Body. 
· I have completed and enclosed the Section 75 Monitoring Form. 
· I have attached 2 colour passport photographs.                             
Please return completed application forms to; 
Fermanagh and Omagh Sports Forum

c/o Keith Collen

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

Townhall

Enniskillen

Co Fermanagh

BT74 7BA

Email  keith.collen@fermanaghomagh.com


Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

Equal Opportunity Monitoring Sheet

Data Protection: In accordance with the Act, you should be aware that the information which you give us on this form will remain anonymous and will be used for the purpose of Equal Opportunity Monitoring only, and not for any other purpose.

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council is committed to achieving fairness and equality. We want to operate in a way which is responsive to different community and individual needs. We want this policy to be accessible to everyone.

In order to achieve this goal, we need your help. One of the most important ways of doing this is by monitoring the People who apply for the Elite Athlete Gold Card.  The information provided will be used by Fermanagh and Omagh District Council to assist us in complying with our statutory duty under the Northern Ireland Act 1998.

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

Equal Opportunity Monitoring Sheet for Individuals

1. Religious Belief

Do you have a religious belief?  Yes  (       No  (  If Yes are you,

Bahai


(
Hindu

(
Presbyterian

(
Baptist

(
Jewish
(
Roman Catholic
(
Buddhist

(
Methodist
(
Sikh


(
Church of Ireland
(
Muslim
(
Other


(
2. Political Opinion.

How would you describe your political opinion?

Unionist generally
(
Nationalist generally
(
Other

(
3. Racial Group

To which of these Racial Groups do you consider you belong?

Bangladeshi

(
Chinese


(
Pakistani
(
Black African

(
Indian



(
White

(
Black Caribbean
(
Irish Traveller

(
Other

(
Black (Other)

(
Mixed Ethnic Group

(
4. Age.

0-15
(
16-29
(
30-44
(
45-59
(
60-74
(
75+
(
5. Marital Status.

Co-habiting
(

Married
(
Divorced
(

Separated
(
Single

(

Widowed
(
6. Sexual Orientation.

How would you describe your sexual orientation?

Heterosexual

(
Homosexual (Gay or Lesbian) 
(
Bi-sexual

(


7. Gender.

Female

(
Male

(
Trans-gendered

(
8. Disability.

Under the Disability Discrimination Act 1995, a disabled person is defined as a person with “a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day to day activities”.

Do you consider that you meet this definition of disability?  Yes
(
No
(
If yes, please state the type of disability,

Visual Impairment
  (
Communication Difficulty
(
Learning Difficulty
(
Hearing Impairment
  (
Multiple Impairment

(





Mobility Impairment
  (
Learning Difficulty

(
9. Dependants.

We are asking you to tell us something about your caring responsibilities.  By that we mean looking after a child, whether as a parent, guardian or foster parent, or helping an adult carry out their daily routine.  This might mean providing assistance to an adult relative or friend who is disabled or has a long-term illness. 
I look after children
(
I help an adult with their daily routine
(
Please indicate how often you undertake these responsibilities:

Daily

(
Frequently
(
Occasionally  (
For office use only:


Approved / Not Approved …………………………

Date……………
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