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Housing System

Large and Complex

* Linked to virtually every area of Gov policy from economy and taxation to the environment health employment and
education

* The system is driven by a whole range of factors from individual behaviour to global economic forces
* Greatest asset and debt held by a household

* Policy tends to focus on one particular component part without reference to the wider context making policy at its
worst becoming fractured and disjointed

Dysfunctional Components

* Negative impact of housing system on the wider economy

* |ncreasing unaffordability

* Failure of housing supply to respond to changes in demand

* Unsuitability of the housing stock for current and future needs

* Failure to meet acute housing need: Rising homlessness, waiting lists, housing stress, temporary
accommodation



Vision, Principles and Characteristics of a well-functioning
housing system

To create a

functioning housing
systern that provides appropriate
and affordable options to individuals
and households that meet their needs in a way
that fosters socially and environmentally sustainable

communities.

Vision
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Greater Effective use of Development Diverse and Appropriate
centralisation and | Modern Methods | of brownfield stable sources tenure mix of
coordination of of Construction sites in towns of finance for private rental,
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maintenance/ - engineered and private
upgrade of investment by the ownership
existing stock State to address
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Vision, Principles and Characteristics of a well-functioning
housing system

- -
Vision
To create a functioning housing system that provides appropriate and
affordable options to individuals and households that meet their needs in a
wiay that fosters socially and environmentally sustainable comrmunities.

Housing is a fundamental need and is critical for the well-
being of individuals and society. Housing has a significant
impact on the econormy and contributes to the effective
functioning of society.

Long-term commitment to strategic housing policy,
mowving away from short-termn reactive policymaking, is
essential to enable a stable howsing sector.

It is vital to ensure those working in the housing sector
from construction through to policyrmaking adhere to an
agreed level of experience and education.

In the pursuit of increased delivery, a key component

of planning must be to create communities that are
socially sustainable and built with regard to governmenit-
mandated envircnmental goals.




Vision, Principles and Characteristics of a well-functioning
housing system

- -
Vision
To create a functioning housing system that provides appropriate and
affordable options to individuals and households that meet their needs in a
wiay that fosters socially and environmentally sustainable communities.

Foous is required on the places created through the
homes delivered. It is critical that owr cities, towns and
villages hawe the balance of infrastructure to create
vibramt and safe places to live. We canmot deliver homes
in isolation.

planned
h a well
ng planning

Accessibility to relevant, consistent and timely data on all
aspects of the howsing system is critical to policy makers
to ensure that decisions are informed by evidencoe.

Investment is reguired to train persocnnel at all levels of the
housing system. including construction workers, constnection
managers and policy makers. There needs to be a sufficient
murnber of skilled personnel to support the level of howsing
dewelopment required.

In addition to ensuring housing targets are accurate, attention
should be paid to the changing needs of reland'’s population in
terms of housing typologies, tenures and location preferences
and tremds.

and righit location

Critial mass of social,
affordable and cost

rental housing to be
added.

State-supported housing must be thought of in a broader context
than simply catering for the acute meeds of Ireland's most
wvulnerable people as it has the capacity to shape the market and
remowe distortions.




Vision, Principles and Characteristics of a well-functioning
housing system

Vision
Ta create a functioning housing system that provides appropriate and
affordable options to individuals and howseholds that meet their needs in a

way that fosters socially and environmentally sustainable communities.

& strategic and plan-led approach to howsing supply and
activation requires enhanced coordination that enables the
prowision of infrastructwre in advance of housing developrnent.

Significant investment topether with a substantial shift im the
procurement process, skillsets and project management are
needed to allow the use of MMC at scale.

Incentives for wrban browenfieldSinhll dewvelopment are wholby
inadeguate, undermining policies aimed at wban consolidation
supporting climate change policies as embodied im the national
planning framewwork. These must be addres=sed to achiewe
wviability in these contexts.

The State must provide a stable funding anchaor that = constant
in nature, but this must also be complemented by diverse
international sources, to inamnce the increase in howsing swupply.

It is envisaged that at least 20% of Ireland's howsing stock should
e social and cost-rental housing. supported by stable, market
driven, private rental and ocwnership sectors.



Housing Commission Rural Housing Recommendations

Rural Housing —
Recomm e endations

HSO.

Fully realise the commitment to
develop sustainmnable rural communities
by strengthhening the design of tovwns
and villages, facilitating housing in
Nnodes and clusters, and revising
planmnning and regulatory miechhanisms
for sustainable one-off housing in
appropriate locations.

Incentivise thhe reuse and retrofatting of
vacant and deteriorating dwellings in
rural Irelanmnd by:

a. prioritising and extending gsrants
and soft supports for the reuse and
retrofatting of vacant buildings for
owner-occupiers and tenants;

providing additional gsrants to
ensure thhat property ovwners receive
support and advice:;

enforcing vacant building and
wvacant site taxation, and further
iNncentivising thhe reuse of existing
buildings (e.g. above-the-shop
spaces).

Monitor accurately the prevalence
and use of second homes and holiday
homes in rural Ireland.

Develop and implement a holistic
approach to delivering infrastructure in
rural Ireland to address thhe historic and
endemic challenges around water and
sevwase management.

Provide dedicated supports to islanmnd
and Gaeltacht communities to ensure

Section 9
Rural Housing

2.1 Introduction

9.2 Recommendations Overview

9.3 Building Sustainable Rural Communities

9.4 Addressing Vacancy to Create Thriving Rural Communities

9.5 Second Homes and Holiday Homes

9.6 Infrastructure Development

9.7 Supporting Island and Gaeltacht Communities




Dumfries and Galloway Housing Strategy

2025-2030: Strategic Priorities

* Building more homes to support a thriving local

economy and sustainable communities.

* Supporting independent living — enabling people
to remain in the home and community of their

choice.

* Extending housing options and improving the

private rented sector.

* Achieving affordable warmth — through energy

efficient, sustainable homes.

* Improving housing quality — through repair,

maintenance and investment.

DUMFRIES &
GALLOWAY

LOCAL
HOUSING
STRATEGY

2025-2030




Dumfries and Galloway Housing Strategy (2025-2030):
Key Actions

* Develop more homes, including affordable homes, and target new housing supply.
* Use of brownfield sites and long-term empty buildings to bring more housing supply.
* Establish a “Town Centre Living Fund

* Prioritise housing for key worker groups (e.g., health-care professionals, teachers, police,

social care staff),

* Provide more employer-provided staff accommodation in tourism and land-based

industries.



Dumfries and Galloway Housing Strategy (2025-2030):

Key Actions

* Address the private rented sector —improving

standards and increasing choice.

* Improve energy efficiency and affordable

warmth.
* Improve housing conditions in the private sector

* Ensure new development is supported by

infrastructure

* Linked to homelessness and housing options

it



Why This Matters in Dumfries and Galloway

* The strategy recognises that in a largely rural area like Dumfries & Galloway, there

are distinct housing challenges:

* The focus on key-workers, town-centre living, empty properties, brownfield redevelopment

shows a more targeted approach rather than just “build more homes”.

* Linking housing supply with infrastructure and services is vital to ensuring that new housing

Is sustainable (not just built in isolation) — that helps support vibrant communities.

* The focus on energy efficiency and affordable warmth acknowledges that housing is not just
about quantity but also quality and sustainability, which is increasingly important in

Scotland’s policy-framework (net-zero, fuel poverty).



Fermanagh & Omagh District Council:
Key Housing Issues

* Shortage of supply
* Social housing and need-mismatch

* Rental pressures & affordability

* Infrastructure & planning

constraints

* Homelessness & temporary

accommodation



Why These Issues Should Matter Locally

* Rural & small-town context:

* Demographic pressures:

* Affordability & access:

* Economic & community impact:

* Planning & infrastructure

interplay:



What a Vision for Housing Should Include

* Avision for housing in the future should be
grounded in sustainability, affordability, and
inclusivity, while embracing technological

innovation and community-oriented design

* Shouldn’t be just about structures or numbers or

units

* [t about fostering sustainable thriving
communities where everyone can have a

dignified, comfortable and secure home
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