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Fermanagh & Omagh District Council
Community Support News – May 2015
The Community Support Newsletter is published on a monthly basis.  If you wish to receive a copy or place an article in the Newsletter please contact Nuala Quinn on 
0300 303 1777 or email nuala.quinn@fermanaghomagh.com
Council News & Events
	Community Planning – We Want to Hear Your Views! - Fermanagh and Omagh District Council is leading a community planning process for the new district. This means that it will work in partnership with statutory agencies and the community, voluntary and business sectors to plan for and improve services that matter to local people, e.g. health, education, infrastructure, employment and the environment.  It is important to us that local people get involved and have their say so that our new Community Plan is informed by local needs and priorities so, beginning in late June/early July 2015, we will be holding a series of focus group meetings across the district focusing on:
· Social issues (e.g. health, education, community safety, community support).
· Economic issues (e.g. local economy, employment, support for businesses, infrastructure).
· Environmental issues (e.g. natural resources, renewable energy, biodiversity).
Dates and venues for events will be advertised in the local press, on the Council website and on the Council’s Facebook and Twitter pages. There will also be opportunities to comment online at www.fermanaghomagh.com or you can speak direct to your local Councillor.

If you are interested in getting involved and want to receive information about these forthcoming events direct, please register at www.fermanaghomagh.com/communityplan or contact us on the telephone number below.  For further information contact Kim McLaughlin, Head of Community Planning and Performance on 0300 303 1777 or email kim.mclaughlin@fermanaghomagh.com.



	New Council Makes First Call For Grant Aid Applications - Fermanagh and Omagh District Council is now accepting applications for the first round of its grant aid funding for the 2015-2016 financial year.  The Council welcomes applications from voluntary clubs, societies and organisations based throughout the district under the following funding themes: 
· Arts, Culture and Heritage; Community Festivals; Community Support; Good Relations; Rural Summer Schemes; Sports Events; and Sports Development and Recreation.  
The level of grant available is dependent upon the funding programme applied to but can range between £200 to several thousand pounds.  The call for grant aid opened on 13 April 2015.  The closing date for applications is 5.00 pm on Friday 8 May 2015.

There may be a second call for grants later in the year; however groups are encouraged to apply to this call to secure funding. Further information on how to apply to the Council’s Grant Aid Scheme, including the funding guidelines and application form are available to download from the Council’s website www.fermanaghomagh.com or by contacting the Funding and Investment Unit by telephoning 0300 303 1777 or emailing grants@fermanaghomagh.com.


	Council Bursary Programme Now Open for Applications – Fermanagh and Omagh District Council is now accepting applications for its arts, culture and heritage and sports bursaries for the 2015-2016 financial year.  The Council welcomes bursary applications from both adults and young people who live in the Fermanagh and Omagh district and who wish to develop their skills and knowledge in the area of arts, culture and heritage or sport.  The closing date for applications is Friday 15 May 2015 at 5.00 pm.

Chairman of Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Councillor Thomas O’Reilly, said: ‘The bursaries aim to provide support for Fermanagh and Omagh district residents who are actively involved in the arts, culture and heritage or sporting sectors.  I am delighted that a number of our bursaries are specifically for our young people, providing them with a wonderful opportunity to develop their talent.  I encourage anyone wishing to develop their skills in the arts, culture and heritage or sporting sectors to contact a Council Officer or visit the Council website for further information’.

There may be a second call for bursaries later in the year, however people are encouraged to apply to this call to secure funding.  Further information on how to apply to the Council’s bursary scheme including application forms and associated guidelines are available to download from the Council’s website, www.fermanaghomagh.com or by contacting the Funding and Investment Unit by telephoning 0300 303 1777 or emailing grants@fermanaghomagh.com.



	Public Information Session – About museum developments and new exhibition plans at Fermanagh County Museum, Enniskillen Castle will take place at the Ardhowen Theatre, Enniskillen on Saturday 16 May 2015 from 2.30 pm – 3.30 pm.  Presentations from Sarah McHugh, Manager – Museum Services, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council and Bronagh Cleary, Programming & Promotion, Museum Services, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.  Admission free, refreshments provided.  For further information please contact Fermanagh County Museum on 028 66325000 or email Bronagh Cleary at bronagh.cleary@fermanaghomagh.com.




	Enniskillen 10K Road Race and Leisure Walk – Fermanagh and Omagh District Council’s first Enniskillen 10K Road Race and Leisure Walk, supported by Enniskillen Rotary Club and the National Trust, will take place on Saturday 13 June 2015.  The race, which has a £1,500 prize fund, will start at 2.00 pm at Fermanagh Lakeland Forum, Enniskillen.  Participants can register for the event online at www.enniskillen10K.com.

Participants can start to make preparations for this year’s event by taking part in the Enniskillen Parkrun, a weekly 5K running and walking event which takes place at Castlecoole, National Trust Estate, Enniskillen on Saturday mornings, to improve fitness levels.  Further information on Parkrun is available at www.parkrun.org.uk.

For further information or to register for the 2015 Enniskillen 10K please visit www.enniskillen10k.com or contact Chris Elliott, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council on 0300 303 1777 or email chris.elliott@fermanaghomagh.com.



Community News
	Families Together Group - Bringing Families Together through structured play.  Group based weekly programme providing parents and children with opportunities to socialise, learn through structured play activities, have a healthy snack and a chance to speak with professionals who can inform and equip parents with the necessary resources and skills to raise healthy, happy children from birth – 5 years.  The programme takes place in the Devenish Room in the Lakeland Forum on Mondays from 12.00 pm – 1.30 pm and Tuesdays from 10.00 am – 11.30 am.  Healthy snack provided, tea/coffee in safety cups with lids.  Contribution £1.00 per person. 
· Monday 4 May – No Group.                                        

· Tuesday 5 May - Intercultural Arts Programme – Crochet.

· Monday 11 May - Physical Play.                                      

· Tuesday 12 May - “Lets Tumble” – Physical Play.

· Monday 18 May - Dance with your Baby/Toddler.         

· Tuesday 19 May - Intercultural Arts Programme – Make a Brooch.
· Monday 25 May – No Group.                                       

· Tuesday 26 May - Intercultural Arts Programme – Quilling, Paper Crafts.
The Intercultural Arts Programme is co-facilitated by Women of the World.  The Arts Council has awarded the group an Intercultural Arts Award to encourage creativity from an early age and to link the diversity of skills from the parents and children who attend the group from around the world.  The sessions will end with an exhibition of completed work in on Tuesday 23 June 2015 in Waterways Ireland building.



	Team Up With The Prince’s Trust – Free Programme for unemployed young people aged 16 – 34.  Full time course that won’t affect your benefits.  Childcare allowance available.  

· Week 1 – Planning for Progression – work alongside 12 other members of your team!
· Week 2 – Go on outdoor adventure activities for Teamwork for 4 days.

· Week 3 to 5/6 – Community Project – Get out and meet the community, help with a project that you get to choose, painting & decorating, landscape gardening and make a difference!

· Week 6/7 + 8 – Work Experience – What do you want to do, try a new skill, sample a new opportunity or look for a career?

· Week 9 – Career Planning – Let us help you to put together a CV on your job search week.  If you want to work and are not sure what to do then you should join our team.

· Week 10 + 11 – Supporting Others – Get to know who is around you, speak to local groups, organise days away, ten-pin bowling, sports and fun.

· Week 12 – Presentation Skills – Finish off your qualifications, present yourself to your family and friends at the end of Team Programme get together.

Qualifications to be gained, your work will achieve results – Prince’s Trust – A Certificate in Employment, Teamwork and Community Skills, also a First Aid Certificate.  The next team starts on Tuesday 5 May 2015.  For further information please contact Catherine at South West College, Enniskillen Campus on 075 23273865 or email catherine.donaghy@swc.ac.uk.




	Invitation To Joy, The Season Of Summer - Summer with its long days and short nights, we long for it all winter and yet when it comes are we really fully able to enter into the abundance of light.  Learn how to do just that by keeping your body, mind and spirit in balance.  We will enjoy some fun exercises to help us during this season and accept the invitation to live our life with joy.  Tuesday 5 May 2015 from 10.30 am to 1.00 pm.   Facilitated by Marie Evans.  Cost £10.00 per workshop.  For further information or to request a registration form please contact the Aisling Centre on 028 66325811 or email info@theaislingcentre.com.  Limited number of places available, places will be allocated on a first come first serve basis.


	Horizon West Children’s Hospice – Upcoming Events include:

· Saturday 9 May 2015 - Irvinestown Fire Station is hosting a Carwash on behalf of Horizon West Children’s Hospice.

· Saturday 9 May 2015 - Barn Dance in Scott’s Bar, Brookeborough.  Music by Addiction and BBQ by Phair Grylls.  All proceeds to Horizon West Children’s Hospice.
· Monday 25 May 2015 - Fisher Cycle – A selection of cycling distances available in aid of NI Hospice, Tiny Life and Royal Children’s Heart Unit.  For those not cycling marshals and stewards are being sought to assist on the course.
· Saturday 30 May 2015 - Tour of Fermanagh Cycling Challenge, proceeds to Marie Curie and Horizon West. Volunteers required.
 

For further information on any of the above please contact Heather Gott on 077 11377338 or email heather.gott@nihospice.org.



	Walk Leader Training - Wednesday 27 May 2015, Post Grad Centre, Tyrone County Hospital, Omagh from 9.30 am – 4.00 pm.  For further information please contact Jenny Curry on 028 71865127 ext 217124 or email health.improvement@westerntrust.hscni.net.  



	Project St Patrick - Get On Board - The small committee of volunteers that has brought you 5 years of fun, floats and general festival fever is expanding.  We have 2 new volunteers coming on board in May and think it’s a great time to bring some more fresh ideas and enthusiasm to the group.  You can be involved in any aspect of event management and during the year we meet just once per month, nearer to the time it is a weekly commitment.  The group is completely voluntary, cross-community and comes from across Fermanagh.... we love what we do, it’s great craic and very rewarding but there is always room for a new approach.  If you would like to hear more about being on this award winning committee and feel you would like to give back to your community in a fun way please email info@projectstpatrick.com or come along to our meeting with new volunteers on Wednesday 13 May 2015 at 8.00 pm in the Crowe's Nest, Enniskillen.


	Men’s Shed Fermanagh - The Men’s Shed is looking for new members!  The Men’s Shed is a place for men to meet, discuss issues, share skills and explore new interests with the aim of promoting their own health and development and putting something back into the community.  The Shed activities include Horticulture, Joinery & Woodwork, Basket Weaving, IT, Golf Lessons, Walking, Personal Training and Men’s Health Groups.  The Shed can also be a place for men to come and sit for a while and have a cup of tea.  Membership of the Shed is open to all men aged 60 years and over and membership is free. We are located at Drumcoo, Enniskillen.  For more information please call Sonya Slevin on 078 66384117 or email sslevin@amh.org.uk.



	Prince’s Trust Explore Enterprise Training, Enniskillen - The Prince’s Trust Enterprise Programme helps young people to explore and test their ideas, write plans, and start their own businesses or achieve alternative goals in education, training or work.  The Programme entails:

· An Information Session - a short session to explain the programme, its purpose and the support on offer.

· 4 day free business training programme.

· Support with business planning.

· Potential financial support including possible start up grants, test marketing grants up to £250 and loans up to £4,000 (conditions apply).

· Up to 2 years support from a volunteer business mentor.

· Level 1&2 qualification - Exploring Enterprise.

The Enterprise programme is for people who are aged 18-30, are unemployed or working less than 15 hours a week and not in full time education.  A short information session will take place on Wednesday 3 June 2015 at 11.00 am in the Clinton Centre, Enniskillen with the 4 day training course taking place the following week, Monday 8 - Thursday 11 June 2015,      10.00 am – 4.00 pm.  For further information or to register for the event please email claire.burgess@princes-trust.org.uk or phone 028 90895000.  This project is part financed by the European Social Fund and the Department for Employment and Learning under the Northern Ireland ESF Programme 2014-2020.



	Lakeland Community Care, Belcoo
· Men’s Shed – Lakeland Community Care would like to form a Men’s Shed in the new centre - a shared space for men to come together, share skills and explore new interests. We would like to hear from men who would be interested in taking part in this project from Belcoo and the local surrounding areas.
· Over 65’s Group – Every Friday morning from 10.00 am – 11.30 am. Come along to take part in different activities including light exercises, relaxation, singing and dancing. Light refreshments are provided. This is a new group that has recently formed and new members are welcome from Belcoo and the local surrounding areas.

· Facebook – Connect with us on Facebook @ Lakeland Community Care to keep updated with progress and programmes starting in the new centre.

 

For further information on any of the above please contact Una on 028 66386934 or email una@lakelandcare.org.uk.



Funding Opportunities
	Big Lottery Funding Clinics - Awards for All is a small grants programme delivered and funded by the Big Lottery Fund in Northern Ireland.  Staff from the Big Lottery Fund will be available on Wednesday 13 May 2015 in the Intec Centre, Enniskillen from 12.00 pm to 8.00 pm for 30 minute funding clinics to offer advice and support for groups thinking of applying to the programme. Advice and support will include:

· Good governance and what is expected of a group when applying for funding.

· What evidence is required in support of an application.

To book please contact Fiona Leonard, Community Services, Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Tel 0300 303 1777 or email fiona.leonard@fermanaghomagh.com.  Please note that although staff from the programme can offer advice, it is not within their remit to complete application forms on behalf of groups.

	DARD Rural Micro Capital Grant Programme - DARD Minister Michelle O’Neill has announced a new funding programme specifically designed to improve the lives of those living in rural communities.  The Programme will be open for applications from Monday 13 April 2015 until noon on Friday 22 May 2015.  Grants of between £200 and £1,500 are available to constituted rural community organisations for equipment and minor capital works.  Within the Fermanagh and Omagh area the programme is being delivered by Fermanagh Rural Community Network and Omagh Forum for Rural Associations on behalf of DARD.  For further information about the DARD Rural Micro Capital Grant Programme 2015, please contact Fermanagh Rural Community Network on 028 66327006 or by email at info@fermanaghrcn.org or Omagh Forum for Rural Associations on 028 88251559 or by email at info@omaghforum.org.  Guidance Notes and Application Forms are available from the following websites: www.fermanaghrcn.org or www.omaghforum.org or www.dardni.gov.uk/rural-micro-capital-grant-programme-2015.  If you are unable to download the application form hard copies are available from either Fermanagh Rural Community Network or Omagh Forum for Rural Associations.  The closing date for Applications is 12 Noon on Friday 22 May 2015.


Training Opportunities
	CEOP/ThinkUKnow Internet Safety Training for Trainers Course – Thursday 21 May 2015, Old School Canteen, Tyrone & Fermanagh Hospital, Omagh from 9.30 am – 4.30 pm.  If you are interested in attending this training please contact Jenny Curry at the Health Improvement Department on 028 71865127 ext 217124.


	Tutor Training During May And June 2015 - The Community Food and Nutrition Team are offering the following training throughout May and June 2015.
‘Food Values – Budgeting for Better Nutrition’ – Monday 18 May 2015, ARC HLC, Irvinestown, 9.30 am – 2.30 pm.  Food Values is a short food budgeting programme that aims to make healthier food choices more accessible within a limited budget.  Each session involves a range of practical activities and hands on cooking.  The programme content consists of Food Values Workshop and 3 practical sessions enabling participants to prepare healthy foods from everyday ingredients on a limited budget.  This training is open to Cook It! Tutors who work with organisations that target people living on a budget.  There is no charge for this training.  Closing date for receipt of applications is Tuesday 5 May 2015.
Food Safety Awareness Training (1/2 day) – TBC May/June 2015, Strabane District Council Offices.

Cook It! Tutor Training Day 1 – Thursday 11 June 2015, Omagh Enterprise Company.

Cook It! Tutor Training Day 2 – Monday 15 June 2015, South West College, Omagh.

All applicants must complete Tutor Training Days 1 & 2.  Those who do not already have a Food Hygiene Certificate must also complete a half day’s Food Safety Awareness Training.  The cost for training is £25.00 per person and the applicant must deliver at least 2 Cook It! Programmes (or to 12 participants) within a year of the training.   Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday 18 May 2015.

Tutor Training Update on ‘Portion Distortion’ – Thursday 28 May 2015, ARC HLC, Irvinestown, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm.  This training is an integral part of the Cook It! Tutor Training to provide up-to-date information etc.  It is a requirement, as a Cook It! Tutor to attend at least 1 update each year.  Closing date for receipt of applications is Monday 11 May 2015.
If you wish to apply for any of the above training please contact the Community Food and Nutrition Team on 028 71880221 or email info.CFNT@westerntrust.hscni.net. 


