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strategically allocate and manage housing to provide for 2,608 new homes by 2030 across a range of 
housing types and tenures. In most of our settlements, the number of existing commitments is 
sufficient to meet the housing requirement up to 2030 and even beyond. 

Housing land is distributed within the settlement hierarchy.  An element of housing in the countryside 
is also allowed for, to sustain the rural area in accordance with the Strategic Planning Policy 
Statement (SPPS). The LDP Plan Strategy comprises 80 settlements comprising Enniskillen and Omagh, 
5 Local Towns, 29 Villages and 44 Small Settlements.  Housing growth will be focused at the two main 
towns, with a proportion of new development directed to the local towns, villages and small 
settlements to support rural housing needs, local services and facilities and the rural economy. A 
proportion of new development is also allocated in order to sustain rural communities living in the 
open countryside with a small proportion allocated to small settlements. 

All of the settlements designated as main towns, local towns, villages and small settlements 
throughout the Plan Area are within the Erne or Foyle catchments with the exception of Garrison 
which is within the Lough Melvin / Sligo Bay & Drowse catchment.  There may be pathways from 
undeveloped housing land during construction and operation for pollutant release to these 
catchments. There are no settlements in the small sections of the Fermanagh and Omagh District 
Council area that are within the Lough Neagh catchment.  

The Plan Strategy will make allocations of circa 90 hectares of industry and business land within the 
Council area. This will include new and carried forward undeveloped zoned industry and business 
land. The total allocation of industry and business land will be distributed between the two main 
towns and five local towns which are all within the Erne and Foyle catchments. Land zoned for 
Industry will remain as shown within the FAP and OAP until the adoption of the LPP. The scale, extent 
and location of all employment opportunity areas will be confirmed at the Local Policies Plan (LPP) 
Stage. As for industry and business, there may be hydrological pathways from undeveloped Economic 
Land to the Erne and Foyle catchments.  

Effects upon the aquatic and marine environment will be considered in screening the Plan Strategy in 
Section 4 and will also be considered at LPP when reviewing or allocating zoned land. 

Effects on mobile species 
Most animal species range beyond the international sites for which they are selection features. Land 
which is outside the boundary of a designated site but provides functional support for those selection 
features is referred to as functionally linked land. Potentially development can affect such functionally 
linked land or the selection features utilising it.  

Otter are listed as selection features for several sites and may utilise functionally linked habitat for 
many kilometres beyond the site.  Other mobile species that may occur in the Council area include 
hen harrier a qualifying feature for Slieve Beagh. Whooper swan are listed for Upper Lough Erne and a 
number of areas of improved grassland to the east of Upper Lough Erne have been identified as 
functionally linked land used for feeding and roosting.  Whooper swan together with great crested 
grebe and wigeon are listed for the connected Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Ire) to the south of 
Upper Lough Erne. It is considered unlikely that the development in the plan area could affect 
selection features of Donegal Bay, Lough Derg, Pettigo Plateau or Sligo/Leitrim Uplands SPAs due to 
habitat requirements of those features and the distance from the plan area.  

Ramsar site criteria also refer to some mobile species for example Cuilcagh Ramsar site is noted as 
one of the most important upland breeding sites in Northern Ireland for golden plover Pluvialis 
apricaria, and also records the presence of merlin Falco columbarius and that the bog is occasionally 
used for feeding by Greenland white-fronted geese Anser albifrons flavirostris. 

The Upper Lough Erne Ramsar criteria include whiskered bat Myotis mystacinus, shoveler Anas 
clypeata, pochard Aythya farina and brook lamprey Lampetra planeri. Rare or vulnerable invertebrate 
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species include white-clawed crayfish Austropotabius pallipes. The site regularly supports substantial 
numbers of individuals from particular groups of waterfowl which are indicative of wetland values, 
productivity and diversity. Wintering wildfowl species which occur in at least nationally important 
numbers include great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus, cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo, whooper 
swan Cygnus cygnus, mute swan Anser olor, tufted duck Aythya fuligula, wigeon Anas penelope, teal 
Anas crecca, goldeneye Bucephala clangula, coot Fulica atra and mallard Anas platyrhynchos; 
Criterion 6 - Regularly supports internationally important numbers of wintering Whopper Swan 
Cygnus cygnus. The birds using the site form the core of a population of birds which use both the site 
and the extensive improved agricultural grassland surrounding the areas. 

Flight paths for whooper swan and other wildfowl could potentially be disrupted by development 
such as wind turbines and overhead electricity lines. These potential impacts are assessed under RE01 
Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Development and PU02 Overhead Electricity Lines.   

Atlantic salmon is a mobile species which breeds in freshwater and migrates to sea to grow and 
mature to adults.  They are present throughout the Foyle catchment migrating through the Foyle 
estuary upstream to spawning locations which include tributaries upstream of the designated sites 
and within the Plan Area.  Salmon require cool, clean water and spawning gravels and a diverse range 
of habitat features such as pools to rest in and can be impacted by changes in water quality, quantity, 
alteration of natural river morphology and pollution. Atlantic salmon are a selection feature of Lough 
Melvin SAC and Owenkillew River which are in the plan area. They are also a selection feature of River 
Foyle and Tributaries SAC which is downstream of the plan area however the plan area contains 
functionally linked land in the form of spawning and nursery habitat and waters through which 
salmon migrate.  

Effects on mobile species will be considered in screening the Plan Strategy in Section 4.  Functionally 
linked land or pathways that may be used by mobile species will also be a consideration at LPP when 
reviewing or allocating any zoned land.  

Effects of recreational pressure 
This impact mechanism is directly related to general increases in housing development and associated 
increases in recreational pressure from new residents moving into an area. It may also arise where 
there are specific proposals to focus recreational development. Recreation has the potential to have a 
significant effect if it is intensified to a degree that it causes erosion, habitat damage or persistent 
disturbance, or if the water sports season is extended to when wintering birds are present. 

The LDP Plan Strategy is to provide enough land to accommodate and facilitate the provision of 
approximately 2,608 dwellings and 4875 jobs. The 2018 based projections suggest population growth 
of 3000 or 2.5% over the next decade which is below the NI average. The resident population 
projected to be approximately 120,000 by 2030, and this increase is not sufficient to create pressure 
on any sites outside the council area. The increase in housing will not lead to substantial increased 
pressures on the majority of sites within the council area.  

Tourism development can increase pressures on sites leading to habitat damage and/or disturbance 
of species. There are opportunities for recreation within several of the international sites identified. 
Angling and watersports are popular on Upper Lough Erne and angling on Lough Melvin. Way marked 
trails are found in some sites, for example parts of the shore of Upper Lough Erne, Slieve Beagh 
SPA/SAC and Ramsar site and Cuilcagh Mountain SAC and Ramsar site which are within the Cuilcagh 
Lakelands Geopark.  In Omagh there are a number of established footpaths along the Strule River 
which is a tributary of the River Foyle. Other types of recreation include canoeing the 50 km Lough 
Erne Canoe Trail stretches and other water based recreation such as power boating. Most of the 
raised bogs are inaccessible. 

The tourism economy makes an important contribution in the Council area. Tourism expenditure per 
head is typically above many other Council areas. Specific tourist attractions include Cuilcagh 
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200m significant vegetation level effects associated with traffic emissions (including deposition) have 
not been observed in scientific studies.  

Effects of aerial emissions from traffic on international sites will be considered in screening the Plan 
Strategy in Section 4 and will also be a consideration at LPP when reviewing or allocating any zoned 
land. 

Aerial Emissions (Other) 
Deposition of aerial pollutants can damage habitats and species through toxic effects and nutrient 
enrichment. Nitrogen deposition is identified as a threat for many international sites. Livestock 
production and associated landspreading of manure, slurry or litter, is a significant source of nitrogen 
deposition, particularly in the form of ammonia. For the purposes of screening for this HRA sites 
within 10km have been considered. The current advice from DAERA is that all livestock developments 
within 7.5km of an international site should be modelled for ammonia distribution. Policy IB06 
Agricultural and Forestry Development applies to livestock development. 

Potential effects of aerial emissions from agriculture on international sites will be considered in 
screening the Plan Strategy in Section 4 and will also be a consideration at LPP when reviewing or 
allocating any zoned land. 

Disturbance (Other) 
Noise, light or activity during construction and operation can have adverse impacts on sensitive 
species and mammals and birds in particular. Salmon passage can also be affected by vibration from 
piling or lighting. Such disturbance from construction or additional built development can occur 
within or adjacent to international sites or functionally linked land. It may create barrier effects to 
species; result in changes in species breeding, roosting, commuting and foraging behaviour; or 
increase predation. Construction can be planned to avoid causing disturbance at critical times and 
development can be designed or located to avoid disturbance to sensitive species during operation.  

Potential effects of disturbance on international sites will be considered in screening the Plan Strategy 
in Section 4 and will also be a consideration at LPP when reviewing or allocating any zoned land. 

Introduced Species 
New development has the potential to introduce invasive or non-native species or cause their spread 
to other sites.  The introduction of invasive species, non-native, competitive or predatory species can 
adversely affect habitats and species. Watercourses are prone to the spread of invasive species such 
as giant hogweed and Himalayan balsam which are easily transferred by water if released as a result 
of development. Invasive species may also be transported to new sites by machinery. Lough Erne saw 
the introduction of Zebra mussels in the mid-1990s which have had a major impact on its ecology. 
Crayfish plague is present in the Erne catchment and can lead to mortality of white clawed crayfish, a 
selection feature of a number of international sites. Development that extends navigable waters or 
which introduces new boating may also increase the potential for spread of invasive species or 
waterborne diseases of protected species to waters where they are not currently present. Introduced 
species such as Rhododendron ponticum which is highly invasive on peatlands can displace habitats 
for which a site has been designated.  

Potential effects of introduced species on international sites will be considered in screening the Plan 
Strategy in Section 4 and will also be a consideration at LPP when reviewing or allocating any zoned 
land. 
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NE01 applies to all development under the LDP and reinforces the requirements of the Habitats 
Regulations. This policy is intended to avoid or reduce harmful effects on international sites and will 
be considered further through appropriate assessment. 

Landscape 
LO1, LO2 and LO3 support protection of the visual amenity of landscape, designation areas by aiming 
to manage new development that can restore or improve the quality and visual amenity of the 
landscape and areas.  They constrain development in Sperrin AONB, Special Countryside Areas and 
Areas of High Scenic Value (AoHSV) to protect the quality and character of their landscapes.  
However, the policies do enable new development and have potential to generate pathways for 
effects on international sites.  These policies have been screened-in for further assessment. 

INFRASTRUCTURE  

Flood Risk Management 
FLD04 is a general statements of policy which cannot have any effect on an international site and 
does not require further assessment. 

FLD01, FLD02, FLD03 and FLD06 enable development and have potential to generate pathways for 
effects on International sites.  These policies have been screened-in for further assessment. 

FLD05 is primarily a safeguarding policy, however it allows for a maximum length of culverting of up 
to 10m. There is potential for culverting to result in habitat loss or to create a barrier to migration of 
salmon or otter. The policy and policy clarification specify that culverting will only be permitted in 
limited circumstances and that impacts on ecological integrity and biodiversity are considerations. 
The policy has potential to generate pathways for effects on international sites and has been 
screened-in for further assessment. 

Renewable Energy 
The Council aims to support a diverse range of renewable energy development whilst at the same 
time taking into consideration environmental, landscape, visual and amenity impacts. RE01 is a policy 
listing general criteria for testing the acceptability of proposals. It includes protective criteria for 
biodiversity, nature conservation, local natural resources, such as air quality or water quality and 
quantity and active peatland. These measures might be construed to be mitigation as they specifically 
address impacts known to affect international sites. Therefore it will be considered further through 
appropriate assessment. 

Transportation 
The Plan Strategy seeks to support proposals for transportation which improve travel times, alleviate 
congestion and improve safety as well as providing more sustainable modes of transport including 
buses, walking and cycling.  

TR01, TR02, TR03, TR04, TR05 and TR06 all enable development and have potential to generate 
pathways of effects on international sites.  These policies have been screened-in for further 
assessment. 
 

Public Utilities 
This policy group provides for telecommunications and energy infrastructure. It also includes one 
relating to non-mains sewerage. Policy PU01, PU02 and PU03 list general criteria for testing the 
acceptability of proposals and constrain where telecommunications and electricity infrastructure 
development is permitted, each includes a protective environmental criterion.  PU04 is a general 
environmental / safeguarding protection policy which will apply to all development which relies on 
non-mains sewerage. It places the onus on the applicant to '...demonstrate through the submission of 
sufficient information on the means of sewerage, that this will not create or add to a pollution 
problem.' This will be an important measure for ensuring that development in the countryside, or in 































https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/infrastructure/dept-statement-enniskillen-bypass-may21.pdf
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6 Conclusions 
Outcome of HRA 

Step 8: Preparing the HRA Record  
The Plan Strategy has been subject to screening under the Habitats Regulations.  All proposals and 
policies have been considered in respect of the potential for likely significant effects upon any 
international site, either alone or in combination with other plans and projects.  For all these 
objectives the implications can be assessed under related policies.  The assessment is therefore 
undertaken through the consideration of related policies. 

Following the initial screening exercise, 76 policies were identified as having a likely significant effect 
in the absence of mitigation. Mitigation measures, in the form of suggested case-specific policy 
caveats, were incorporated in respect of these policies and reviewed as part of an appropriate 
assessment. The rationale for these is set out in Section 5 and they are summarised in Table 4.  

On the basis of the analysis set out above, the Council can conclude that the Plan Strategy (with the 
modifications set out in the direction made by the Department for Infrastructure) will not adversely 
affect the integrity of any international sties, either alone or in combination with other plans and 
projects. 

The Local Policies Plan (LPP) is the second stage of the LDP and will identify settlement limits, zonings 
and detailed boundaries of environmental designations and, where appropriate, introduce local 
policies or key site requirements for these zonings and designations. Another draft HRA will be 
prepared to assess the potential impacts of the draft LPP on international sites. The information about 
international sites in Appendix 3, which will be updated, will be important as a starting point for the 
HRA at LPP. Following independent examination of the draft LPP that HRA will be finalised and 
adopted by the Council and published alongside the adopted LPP.  

 

 

 







https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/protected-areas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/protected-areas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/download-digital-datasets
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1393
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-161
https://www.niwater.com/sitefiles/resources/pdf/2020/wrm/waterresourcesupplyresilienceplan-mainreport.pdf
https://www.niwater.com/sitefiles/resources/pdf/2020/wrm/waterresourcesupplyresilienceplan-mainreport.pdf
https://www.spatialni.gov.uk/
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Figure A.1.1 Steps in the Habitats Regulations Assessment Process 
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consultation with a note that it will be updated to take account of any changes in the proposals or 
international sites before the plan is finalised.  

If the HRA progresses to Stage 2 then the Statutory Nature Conservation Body (SNCB) must be invited 
to make representations. It is recommended that the SNCB is consulted on a draft Stage 2 HRA Report 
(also known as an appropriate assessment). NIEA is the SNCB for international sites in Northern 
Ireland and National Parks and Wildlife Service is the SNCB for international sites in Ireland. Other 
stakeholders such as managers of international sites should be consulted where appropriate. Public 
consultation is not required on the draft Stage 2 HRA Report however it may be included as a 
supporting document for any public consultation on the draft plan and comment on it invited. It 
should be stated that the HRA will be updated to take account of any changes in the proposals or 
international sites before the plan is finalised.  

Step 10: Proposed modifications 
Modifications to a plan may come about as a result of consultation, independent examination or the 
outcome of the HRA and the approach to their consideration is set out in F.12 of the HRA Handbook. 
Representations by DAERA and other consultees are recorded with a note on if and how they have 
been addressed in the HRA. Further mitigation identified through Step 9, or as a result of a revised 
HRA in light of modifications to the plan, is incorporated in the plan. Steps 6 - 8 are updated to reflect 
any additional mitigation and adverse effects reviewed. 

Step 11: Modifying and completing the appraisal record 
If it is found that there are no adverse effects on site integrity then the HRA may be concluded and a 
Stage 2 HRA Appropriate Assessment Report published to include a Record of No Adverse Effect on 
the Integrity of any international site under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended).  

  





Habitats Regulations Assessment Report  Local Development Plan 2030 - Plan Strategy 

54 
 

Slieve Beagh SAC 

Slieve Beagh-Mullaghfad-
Lisnaskea SPA 

Slieve Beagh-Mullaghfad-Lisnaskea SPA 

Teal Lough proposed SAC & 
Ramsar 

Teal Lough proposed Ramsar 

Teal Lough SAC 

Tonnagh Beg Bog SAC Tonnagh Beg Bog SAC 

Tully Bog SAC Tully Bog SAC 

Upper Ballinderry River SAC Upper Ballinderry River SAC 

Upper Lough Erne SAC Upper Lough Erne SAC 

Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 

Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 

Upper Lough Erne SPA 

West Fermanagh Scarplands 
SAC 

West Fermanagh Scarplands SAC 

Arroo Mountain SAC (Ire) Arroo Mountain SAC (Ire) 

Ballintra SAC (Ire) Ballintra SAC (Ire) 

Boleybrack Mountain SAC 
(Ire) 

Boleybrack Mountain SAC (Ire) 

Bunduff Lough and Machair/ 
Trawalua/ Mullaghmore SAC 
(Ire) 

Bunduff Lough and Machair/ Trawalua/ Mullaghmore SAC (Ire) 

Corratirrim SAC (Ire) Corratirrim SAC (Ire) 

Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands 
SAC (Ire) 

Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC (Ire) 

Donegal Bay (Murvagh) SAC 
(Ire) & Donegal Bay SPA (Ire) 

Donegal Bay (Murvagh) SAC (Ire) 

Donegal Bay SPA (Ire) 

Dunmuckrum Turloughs SAC 
(Ire) 

Dunmuckrum Turloughs SAC (Ire) 

Dunragh Loughs/ Pettigo 
Plateau SAC (Ire) & Pettigo 
Plateau Nature Reserve SPA 
(Ire) 

Dunragh Loughs/ Pettigo Plateau SAC (Ire) 

Pettigo Plateau Nature Reserve SPA (Ire) 

Durnesh Lough SAC & SPA 
(Ire) 

Durnesh Lough SAC (Ire) 

Durnesh Lough SPA (Ire) 

Kilroosky Lough Cluster SAC 
(Ire) 

Kilroosky Lough Cluster SAC (Ire) 

Lough Derg (Donegal) SPA 
(Ire) 

Lough Derg (Donegal) SPA (Ire) 

Lough Gill SAC (Ire) Lough Gill SAC (Ire) 

Lough Golagh and Breesy Hill 
SAC (Ire) 

Lough Golagh and Breesy Hill SAC (Ire) 

Lough Melvin SAC (Ire) Lough Melvin SAC (Ire) 

Lough Nageage SAC (Ire) Lough Nageage SAC (Ire) 

Lough Oughter and 
Associated Loughs SAC (Ire) 
& Lough Oughter Complex 
SPA (Ire) 

Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC (Ire) 

Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Ire) 

River Finn SAC (Ire) River Finn SAC (Ire) 

Slieve Beagh SPA (Ire) Slieve Beagh SPA (Ire) 



https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/natural-environment-map-viewer
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/natural-environment-map-viewer
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/download-digital-datasets


http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-1458
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/protected-areas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/landing-pages/protected-areas
https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data/designated-site-data
https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/spa
https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/conservation-management-planning/conservation-objectives


http://www.dtapublications.co.uk/
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Types of plan Sites to scan for and check Names of sites selected 

6. Plans that could 
increase recreational 
pressure on 
international sites 
potentially vulnerable 
or sensitive to such 
pressure 

Such international sites in the 
plan area 

Cuilcagh Mountain Ramsar 
Cuilcagh Mountain SAC 
Lough Melvin SAC 
Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SAC 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 

Such international sites within an 
agreed zone of influence or other 
reasonable and evidence-based 
travel distance of the plan area 
boundaries that may be affected 
by local recreational or other 
visitor pressure from within the 
plan area 

Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC (Ire) 
Lough Melvin SAC (Ire) 
Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC (Ire) 
Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Ire) 

Such international sites within an 
agreed zone of influence or other 
evidence-based longer travel 
distance of the plan area, which 
are major (regional or national) 
visitor attractions such as 
international sites which are 
National Nature Reserves where 
public visiting is promoted, sites 
in National Parks, coastal sites 
and sites in other major tourist or 
visitor destinations 

None - plan will not increase population such that 
it could increase pressure on more distant sites. 

7. Plans that would 
increase the amount 
of development 

Sites in the plan area or beyond 
that are used for, or could be 
affected by, water abstraction 
irrespective of distance from the 
plan area 

None - evidence has been provided that there is 
sufficient water supply for the plan period 
therefore there cannot be pressures from water 
abstraction. 

Sites used for, or could be 
affected by, discharge of effluent 
from waste water treatment 
works or other waste 
management streams serving the 
plan area, irrespective of distance 
from the plan area 

Cladagh (Swanlinbar) River SAC 
Lough Foyle Ramsar 
Lough Foyle SPA 
Lough Melvin SAC 
Owenkillew River SAC 
River Foyle and Tributaries SAC 
Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SAC 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 
Lough Melvin SAC (Ire) 

Sites that could be affected by 
the provision of new or extended 
transport or other infrastructure 

River Foyle and Tributaries SAC 
Tully Bog SAC 
Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SAC 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 

Sites that could be affected by 
increased deposition of air 
pollutants arising from the 
proposals, including emissions 
from significant increases in 
traffic 

Tully Bog SAC 
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Types of plan Sites to scan for and check Names of sites selected 

8. Plans for linear 
developments or 
infrastructure 

Sites within a specified distance 
from the centre line of the 
proposed route (or alternative 
routes), the distance may be 
varied for differing types of site / 
qualifying features and in the 
absence of established good 
practice standards, distance(s) to 
be agreed by the statutory nature 
conservation body 

None - this is not a plan for linear development or 
infrastructure. 

9. Plans that introduce 
new activities or new 
uses into the marine, 
coastal or terrestrial 
environment 

Sites considered to have 
qualifying features potentially 
vulnerable or sensitive to the 
effects of the new activities 
proposed by the plan 

None - no such 'new' uses introduced by the Plan 
Strategy. 

10. Plans that could 
change the nature, 
area, extent, intensity, 
density, timing or scale 
of existing activities or 
uses 

Sites considered to have 
qualifying features potentially 
vulnerable or sensitive to the 
effects of the changes to existing 
activities proposed by the plan 

None - recreational uses covered at 6 above. 
 

11. Plans that could 
change the quantity, 
quality, timing, 
treatment or 
mitigation of emissions 
or discharges to air, 
water or soil 

Sites considered to have 
qualifying features potentially 
vulnerable or sensitive to the 
changes in emissions or 
discharges that could arise as a 
result of the plan 

All short listed sites on Table 2.  

12. Plans that could 
change the quantity, 
volume, timing, rate, 
or other characteristics 
of biological resources 
harvested, extracted 
or consumed 

Sites whose qualifying features 
include the biological resources 
which the plan may affect, or 
whose qualifying features depend 
on the biological resources which 
the plan may affect, for example 
as prey species or supporting 
habitat or which may be 
disturbed by the harvesting, 
extraction or consumption 

Not applicable to land use plans 

13. Plans that could 
change the quantity, 
volume, timing, rate, 
or other characteristics 
of physical resources 
extracted or consumed 

Sites whose qualifying features 
rely on the non- biological 
resources which the plan may 
affect, for example, as habitat or 
a physical environment on which 
habitat may develop or which 
may be disturbed by the 
extraction or consumption 

None - the plan does not drive development that 
uses physical resources relied on by qualifying 
features. Commercial peat cutting will not be 
permitted. 
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Types of plan Sites to scan for and check Names of sites selected 

14. Plans which could 
introduce or increase, 
or alter the timing, 
nature or location of 
disturbance to species 

Sites whose qualifying features 
are considered to be potentially 
sensitive to disturbance, for 
example as a result of noise, 
activity or movement, or the 
presence of disturbing features 
that could be brought about by 
the plan 

Cladagh (Swanlinbar) River SAC 
Lough Melvin SAC 
Magheraveely Marl Loughs Ramsar 
Magheraveely Marl Loughs SAC 
Owenkillew River SAC 
Pettigo Plateau SPA 
River Foyle and Tributaries SAC 
Slieve Beagh-Mullaghfad-Lisnaskea SPA 
Upper Ballinderry River SAC 
Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SAC 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 
Kilroosky Lough Cluster SAC (Ire) 
Lough Melvin SAC (Ire) 
Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC (Ire) 
Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Ire) 
Pettigo Plateau Nature Reserve SPA (Ire) 
Slieve Beagh SPA (Ire) 

15. Plans which could 
introduce or increase 
or change the timing, 
nature or location of 
light or noise pollution 

Sites whose qualifying features 
are considered to be potentially 
sensitive to the effects of 
changes in light or noise that 
could be brought about by the 
plan 

Cladagh (Swanlinbar) River SAC 
Lough Melvin SAC 
Owenkillew River SAC 
Upper Lough Erne Ramsar 
Upper Lough Erne SAC 
Upper Lough Erne SPA 

16. Plans which could 
introduce or increase a 
potential cause of 
mortality of species 

Sites whose qualifying features 
are considered to be potentially 
sensitive to the source of new or 
increased mortality that could be 
brought about by the plan 

None - direct impacts are considered at 1 above. 

Sites considered but eliminated 
No further sites were identified through the scan recorded in Table A3.1. The information about the 
international sites was then examined to determine whether the connectivity with the plan area is 
such that there could be a realistic risk to their selection features. As a result of this step it was found 
that, while there are theoretical pathways to 65 international sites, it is not conceivable that the Plan 
Strategy could undermine the conservation objectives for 12 sites, 6 in Northern Ireland and 6 in 
Ireland as there is no conceivable pathway for an effect or their conservation objectives could not be 
undermined. These sites are therefore eliminated from further consideration due to separation 
distance and absence of a viable pathway for effects as detailed in Table A3.1. This results in a list of 
53 sites to be further assessed, 34 in Northern Ireland and 19 in Ireland.  
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Table A.3.2 Sites Eliminated from Further Assessment 

Site  Elimination Reason 

Lough Foyle Ramsar There is a theoretical hydrological pathway to Lough Foyle SPA and Ramsar 
site via the River Strule however the separation distance of over 50 km is 
such that there cannot be a conceivable effect on any selection features. 
Likewise there is a distant hydrological connection to Lough Neagh and 
Lough Beg SPA and Ramsar site with a very small proportion of the 
catchments of the Moyola, Ballinderry and Blackwater rivers within the plan 
area. The separation distance however is such that there cannot be a 
conceivable effect on any selection features. These sites have whooper 
swan as a qualifying species and other bird species as part of a waterbird 
assemblage. Birds from these populations could stop in the plan area on 
migration.  As the plan does not include any land use zonings which would 
be prejudicial to designated sites or functionally linked land for whooper 
swans or mobile species from these sites, they can reasonably be excluded. 

Lough Foyle SPA 

Lough Neagh and 
Lough Beg Ramsar 

Lough Neagh and 
Lough Beg SPA 

River Faughan and 
Tributaries SAC  

The Plan Area is within 10 km of the headwaters of the River Roe and 
Tributaries SAC and the River Faughan and Tributaries SAC however it is 
more than 7.5 km from these sites, separated from them by the Sperrin 
Mountains and there is no hydrological pathway therefore there cannot be 
any conceivable effect on their selection features.  

River Roe and 
Tributaries SAC  

Bunduff Lough and 
Machair/ Trawalua/ 
Mullaghmore SAC 
(Ire) 

There is a theoretical hydrological pathway to Donegal Bay (Murvagh) SAC 
and Bunduff Lough and Machair/ Trawalua/ Mullaghmore SAC via the River 
Erne which is impounded at Ballyshannon and across over 10 km of marine 
waters. There is also a potential pathway to these sites through Lough 
Melvin and via the Drowes River and Donegal Bay however the separation 
distance is approximately 25 and 15 km from these sites. There cannot be 
any impact on any terrestrial site selection features for these SACs and the 
separation distance via marine waters means that there cannot be any 
impact on intertidal or other marine features.  

Donegal Bay 
(Murvagh) SAC (Ire) 

Durnesh Lough SAC 
(Ire) 

Durnesh Lough SAC and SPA are 11 km from the plan area. Theoretically 
there is a hydrological connection of 22km through the Erne River and 
Donegal Bay but there cannot be any impact on its selection features 
through this pathway.  These sites have whooper swan and Greenland 
white-fronted goose as qualifying species. Birds from these populations 
could forage in the plan area. As the plan does not include any new 
designated land uses at this stage of the LDP that could impact on 
designated sites or functionally linked land for these species effects on 
mobile species from these sites, they can reasonably be excluded.  

Durnesh Lough SPA 
(Ire) 

Lough Gill SAC (Ire) The closest point of Lough Gill SAC is the Owenmore River 8 km south west 
of the plan area. This is beyond the distance where there could be 
conceivable effects from aerial pollution. There is no hydrological pathway 
from the plan area for any effects.   

River Finn SAC (Ire) The closest point to the River Finn SAC is 15km and there is no direct 
pathway from the plan area to the SAC. There is however a distant pathway 
via the Rivers Strule and Mourne to the lower reaches of the SAC below 
Strabane. Given the separation distance from the plan area and that the 
river is tidal and large downstream of the confluence there cannot be a 
conceivable effect on salmon or otter from the plan.   
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Appendix 4: Maps 
 

Map 1: SPAs in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 

Map 2: SACs in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 

Map 3: Ramsar Sites in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 

Map 4: Major Catchments within the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 
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Map 1: SPAs in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 
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Map 2: SACs in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 
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Map 3: Ramsar Sites in relation to Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 
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Map 4: Major Catchments within the Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Area 
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Appendix 5: Review of Plan Strategy Proposals and Policies 
The following categories are used to assess whether an overall plan and its individual proposals require HRA as described in Appendix 2. These are taken from 
Part F of the HRA Handbook where they are explained in detail in the sections referenced. In some cases more than one category may apply.  

A. General statement of policy / general aspiration (screened out). F.6.3.1 
B. Policy listing general criteria for testing the acceptability / sustainability of proposals (screened out). F.6.3.2 
C. Proposal referred to but not proposed by the plan (screened out). F.6.3.3 
D. General plan-wide environmental protection / site safeguarding / threshold policies (screened out). F.6.3.4 
E. Policies or proposals which steer change in such a way as to protect international sites from adverse effects (screened out). F.6.3.5 
F. Policy that cannot lead to development or other change (screened out). F.6.3.6 
G. Policy or proposal that could not have any conceivable effect on a site (screened out). F.6.3.7 
H. Policy or proposal the (actual or theoretical) effects of which cannot undermine the conservation objectives (either alone or in combination with 

other aspects of this or other plans or projects) (screened out). F.6.3.8 
I. Policy or proposal which may have a likely significant effect on a site alone (screened in) F.6.3.9 
J. Policy or proposal with an effect on a site but unlikely to be significant alone, so need to check for likely significant effects in combination F.6.3.10 
K. Policy or proposal unlikely to have a significant effect either alone or in combination (screened out after the in combination test). F.6.3.11 
L. Policy or proposal which might be likely to have a significant effect in combination (screened in after the in combination test). F.6.3.11 
M. Bespoke area, site or case-specific policies or proposals intended to avoid or reduce harmful effects on an international site (screened in) F.6.3.12 
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Plan Proposal Criteria Screening Screening Comment 

3. Provide for vibrant rural communities whilst 
protecting the countryside in which they live by 
accommodating sustainable development. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

4. Provide for 4,300 new homes by 2030 across a 
range of housing types and tenures capable of 
meeting the needs of all sections of the 
community at locations accessible to existing and 
new community (including education) services, 
employment, leisure and recreational facilities.   

A Out General statement of objectives.   

5. Facilitate the development of new social, 
community and recreational services at locations 
accessible to existing communities and new 
housing developments, through a variety of modes 
of transportation e.g. public, active and 
community. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

6. Provide for environments that are safe, healthy 
and connected and which enhance opportunities 
for shared space for all. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

Strategic Objectives - Economic 

7. Promote sustainable economic development 
and growth by facilitating the creation of 4,875 
new jobs by 2030 and providing a sufficient supply 
of economic development land through a range 
and choice of sites, taking into account accessibility 
by public transport and active travel modes.  

A Out General statement of objectives.   
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Plan Proposal Criteria Screening Screening Comment 

8. Promote inward investment, diversify the local 
economy, assist with economic regeneration and 
physical renewal, and help generate skilled, well 
paid employment opportunities and improve 
employability in the most deprived areas.   

A Out General statement of objectives.   

9. Recognise and accommodate the micro business 
base including rural entrepreneurship, self-
employment and home working 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

10. Support the provision of an accessible, 
integrated, safe and sustainable transport network 
and locate development to improve accessibility by 
public transport, cycling and walking, help reduce 
car dependency and the impact of traffic on local 
communities and the environment. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

11. Improve digital connectivity which both meets 
the needs of business and private households 
whilst reducing the need to travel. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   

12. Develop the Council area as a destination for 
quality leisure visits and sustainable tourism by 
enabling the provision of new, as well as 
enhancement of existing tourism infrastructure in 
appropriate locations. 

A Out General statement of objectives.   
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